
Welcome to the Western Hotel Museum! Originally built in 1888, the hotel is 
Lancaster’s oldest standing and surviving structure. Admission to the museum is 
free, however we do accept donations. While you are welcome to look around, we ask 
that you please do not touch any artifacts. Photos are permitted without the use of 
flash, and there is no food or drink allowed in the building. Please ask a docent if you 

have any further questions and enjoy your visit.

Downstairs

Lobby/Parlor: The Parlor is now the present day museum lobby – this area was essentially used for 
meetings, dances, community gatherings and other social activities.

Prior to 1874, Lancaster did not exist. However, when the Southern Pacific railroad built a route from 
Los Angeles to Bakersfield, a man named Moses Wicks bought the rights to the land and eventually 
sold the plots to various investors. In 1888, one investor built a two-story building and named it the 
Gillwyn Hotel. Over the next fifteen years, the building was bought and sold numerous times and 
experienced several name changes, including the Hotel Western and finally the Western Hotel.
 
Eventually the property was sold to its final owner, George Webber, in the early 1900s. A widow 
named Myrtie Sullivan moved to the Antelope Valley in 1908, quite ill, staying as a guest at the hotel. 
Once she regained her health, she worked at the hotel as a cook and manager, later becoming George 
Webber’s wife and business partner.

Numerous things happened during the Western Hotel’s Webber years. During the construction of the 
Owens Valley Aqueduct and other similar projects, a “tent city” formed on the property of the hotel 
to accommodate field crews because there were not enough rooms. There were frequently progressive 
meetings in the dining room, and the Lancaster Chamber of Commerce itself was founded in the hotel. 
The hotel even acted as a make-shift hospital during the Spanish Influenza epidemic at the end of 
World War One.

The Hotel stayed operational until the 1960s, and reopened as a museum in 1989. Within this room’s 
display case, you can find original pieces of the building that have been recovered over time (door 
locks, nails, etc.).

Downstairs Hallway: Originally from England, George Webber worked for a company that bought 
several plots of land in the Antelope Valley to grow Yucca trees in hope for a cheap paper supply. 
However, because yucca pulp rots too quickly, the plan eventually failed. After working as a developer 
of early Los Angeles, he eventually moved back to the AV and purchased the Western Hotel.

The Western Hotel Museum 
Self-Guided Tour

Myrtie’s Room (Upstairs Bedroom): This room is set up as a mock-display of Myrtie Webber’s 
bedroom. Her room was actually located at the very end of the hallway, in the room just to the right 
of this one.

We have it furnished with a variety of period items, many of which belonged to Myrtie Webber. Some 
of these items include the upholstered vanity stool, the rocking chair, the trash can and the standing 
lamp.

Housewares Room:

Cast Iron
Cast iron is formed when melted iron is poured into a mold. This 
mold could be for anything from a skillet to a novelty pan. Well-
maintained cast iron cookware can last for several decades. On 
display are some examples of cast iron cookware from the early 
1900s to mid-1950s that include a skillet, waffle iron with stove 
ring, a pot and a griddle.

Display case
Here is a collection of various kitchen tools including several 
graters, a juicer and a wooden butter mold. This style of butter 
mold was patented in the late 1800s, after the cream was poured 
into the mold and it solidified, you lift the metal bar on the mold 
and the mold becomes four separate sides and a bottom.

Enamelware
Also on display is a set of enamelware dishes. Enamelware was 
popular in the late 1800s to early 1900s, as it was cheaper, lighter 
and more resilient than china. Many pieces of enamelware were 
lost during WWII, with the dishes being melted down in scrap 
metal drives. White is the most common color of enamelware, 
with colors such as red, yellow and blue being more rare.

Dining Room:

Table
When chocolate entered the European continent from Mesoamerica, it was a luxury beverage and 
remained so until the middle of the twentieth century. Because of its luxury status special sets of 
serving wear were created. The blue and white china set is actually a set used for the service of hot 
chocolate. The pitcher-like piece is a chocolate pot; it has a slightly different shape than pots for coffee 
and tea. This chocolate pot and accompanying dish set are dated to the 1910s. The silverware is also 
dated to the 1910s, making these and the chocolate dishes the most recent artifacts in the room.

The table itself belonged to Myrtie Webber, and is dated to the early 1900s. This table was used by the 
Webbers and many hotel guests over the years.

Dresser 
Here we have a Victorian chandelier lamp, a coffee grinder and an aluminum coffee pot. The dresser 
and coffee grinder are the oldest pieces, dated to the 1880s. The coffee pot and Victorian lamp are 
thought to be from the early 1900s.

Chairs
This chair set represents one typical of the early 1900s; the upholstery is still original.



Geology
Geology is the study of rocks and minerals. On display, we have 
a variety of some of the most common rocks and minerals in 
the local landscape; these include rocks such as rhyolite and 
chalcedony, as well as minerals such as quartz and gold.

The Antelope Valley has an extensive geologic history. It has 
undergone many changes, some of which can be attributed to 
the placement of the Antelope Valley relative to active fault lines, 
including the San Andreas and Garlock fault lines; these two 
fault lines form an outline around the Valley, often referred to as 
the Mojave Block.

Industrial Room:

Mining
The geological history of the Antelope Valley has resulted in the formation of several mineral rich 
deposits that include gold, silver and borax; other precious mineral resources are also mined locally. 

Mining has been an important industry to the Antelope Valley since the late 1800s. Ezra Hamilton, 
featured in this portrait and the inspiration behind this painting, was the first pioneer to strike gold 
in the Antelope Valley. This occurred in 1897 at the site of what is now Tropico Hill in Rosamond. He 
opened a mine at this site, called Lida Mine, which would subsequently become Tropico Gold Mine. 

You can see a collection of various types of minerals found in the region on display in this case. Gold 
and silver were both mined from nearby Rosamond until the 1930s-1940s, while borax is still mined 
in Boron today.

Other items on display include this very interesting mining oddity – this piece of clay conglomerate has 
a visible drill hole through it. This hole was drilled for the placement of dynamite; the dynamite did 
its job, as it was placed much deeper than this portion of conglomerate. However, when the dynamite 
blew, this piece of conglomerate survived, along with a portion of the dynamite fuse, which is still 
attached.

Agriculture
Agriculture is another industry important to the history of the Antelope Valley. During the early years 
of Lancaster, many people made their livelihood through growing crops and raising animals.

The most common crop grown in the Antelope Valley throughout its history and even today is alfalfa. 
This practice is celebrated annually, during the Antelope Valley Fair and Alfalfa Festival.

Dairy farming was also common in the Antelope Valley, especially during the mid-1900s. There were 
several dairy operations located in the Antelope Valley, and it 
was promoted as “The Milk Bottle of Los Angeles” in the 1920s.

Railroad
The railroad industry is what initially brought settlers to 
the Antelope Valley. Prior to the Southern Pacific Railroad 
Company constructing a line through the Antelope Valley in 
1876, Lancaster was largely barren land. Southern Pacific 
housed many of their workers in Lancaster, making them the 
settlement’s first residents.

The railroad also brought in visitors to the Antelope Valley, 
many of which stayed at the Western Hotel.

Myrtie was born in 1867 in Missouri and married Ed Sullivan at age 18. Ed died, leaving her widowed 
with a son. After she moved to Los Angeles with her son, Frank, she came down with a respiratory 
ailment and the doctors recommended that she go to the High Desert because the dry air would 
help. Here she met George, and after a couple of years, the couple married. George died in 1934, but 
Myrtie stayed at the Western Hotel until she was moved to a convalescent home in 1971. Myrtie was 
very involved in the community and was given multiple accolades including having the pool at Jane 
Reynolds Park dedicated in her honor. She died at 110 and is Lancaster’s oldest resident.

Downstairs Bedroom: If you were staying as a guest in the hotel, this is what your room would have 
looked like. Back in its heyday, this room would have cost $1 per night.

The Western Hotel had 15 bedrooms when it was operating. Each 
bedroom was this size, and was furnished similarly. The bed is 
short and folds up to save space. At the time of operation, the 
only bathroom facilities available were a separate shower building 
and an outhouse. If you wished to clean up in your room, a wash 
basin and chamber pot were provided – the basin was used for 
washing yourself up and the pot for the restroom (even worse, 
someone had the job of cleaning it out).

Upstairs (Please, watch your step!)

Native American and Natural History Room:

Native Americans
Due to the geography of the area, the Antelope Valley was an 
important trade hub connecting tribes along California’s coast 
with more inland tribes in Northern and Central California, as 
well as the Southwest culture region.

There were six major Native American nations in this area prior to 
European contact; the Kawaiisu, Kitanemuk, Tataviam, Serrano, 
Vanyume and Chemehuevi. These tribes more exclusively 
inhabited the foothills and mountains surrounding the Antelope 
Valley, coming down to the valley floor to exploit resources.

Stone tools such as manos and metates were used to grind and 
prepare these seeds and nuts. Because of a lack of clay and an 

abundance of plant materials, weaving and basketry was also very important.

Natural History
Natural history is defined as the scientific study of plants and animals through observation. Here, we 
have a small display of plants and animals indigenous to the Antelope Valley. These include a desert 
tortoise shell, a bighorn sheep horn and deer antlers. We also have a bobcat specimen.

Just above the geology display case are framed plant specimens. These are local plant resources that 
would have been used for a variety of things, including use as a natural dye.

Some other plants important to the Antelope Valley but not on display are the well-known California 
Poppy and Joshua tree.


